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Pursuant to previous notice, a Christian Anti-Slavery Convention met at 
ten o'clock in the morning on Wednesday, August 10, 1859, at the Congre- 
gational Church in the city of Columbus, Ohio. 

A preliminary organization was effected by electing A. A. Guthrie, Esq. 
of Putnam, Chairman, and II. B. Spelman, of Cleveland, Secretary. 

The call under which iho Convention assembled wis read, as follows: 

STATE CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, 
To be held in Columbus, 0., Wednesday and Thursday, Aug. 10 and 11, 1S59, 

To Anti-Slaveby Christians Throughout the State : — 

The present aspects of the great controversy between Freedom and Siavwy. 
in our country, earnestly cull for more thorough aggression and systematic 
action on oar part. 

The African Slave Trade — which by the law is p.' racy — is revived, and 
there is not sufficient active moral |>o\vcr in the nation to extinguish- it. 

Southern Churches have generally apostatized to the open justification of 
Slavery, and Northern Christians are sadly remiss ia duty wi'.h respect to op- 
posing it. 

Southern States are expelling or enslaving their freo cobbed population, and 
Northern States allow their colored, citizens to ba kidiupped under the pro- 
visions of the Fugitive Act, 

The Fugitive Act is pronounced Constitutional hy t>ie National Courts. 
8>me of our mos f . virtuous and respected citizens ars imprisoned because t he y 
could noi quietly stand and see a neighbor kidnapped and dragged into 
hopeless bondage, and our State Supremo Conrr, in deference to precedent, 
has refused to pronounce the law unconstitutional. 

According to the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Slavery is extended to all our territories by virtue of the Constitution, and 
neithor Congress nor the people has power to prohibit it. And while all this 
is passing, the party in power is straining its energies to acquire new territory 
for the expansion and development of the great evil. 

To meet the dtmands and agressions of the Slaveholding power, the Free- 
dom loving element of the nation has no great, ChrustiaL, earnest, systematic 
agency. 

Alarmed at theso facts, the undersigned invite Christians of all denomina- 



cnSSSTJTAK AJITE-SIiAVSRY COKVEHTEOK. 



tiors who hetrsve and deeply feel that P.' a very is our nation's great crimp, 
(and her gre;ii. calamity, and the sin 5 ee ol her greatest dagger as well.) 
to Tncet in Columbus, <m Wednesday and Thursday, Augi^t 10 and .11. to 
deliberate and j ray, to give public expression to our \iewn, and to orgai.ize 
a system of efforts whieh shall aid in enlightening and arousing the |;tihhc 
conscience* and enlk-tkg the- Christian energies ol the State and Nai km against 
this great iniquity. :\ 

Let there be a great, earnest, prayerful .'and cahn, hut determined Conven- 
tion. . ' T "" 

; - Unless the Convention shall otherwise direct, the forenoon of Wednesday 
wili he spent in piayer, the afternoon and e\en ; .igin addresses, and Thursday 
in the transaction of .business. .- y 

J; B. Walker, Pastor Congregational Church, Savdurty City. ALT) Bar- 
ber, Pastor Congivgational Church, H'-nry R. Smith, J.' C White, Pa^or Ply- 
mouth Con. Church, J. A. Tlmnie, Pacor Con. Church, -'.West tiide,\V. II. 
Brewster, Pastor Wes. Moth. Church, J. A. Gale, John Pete, Pastor Sr. Clair 
Sireet Me:h. Ch , E. P. Ingeivoll, G.-'JN. Abbey, I. C. PcndJeion, Joseph 
Perkins, li. B. Spdman, Otis Boise. B. Barker, B. Peltou, Pt. F. Humis'on, 
Cleveland : H. M. Storrs," Pastor of : Con. Church, Simeon" P>. Williams. Esq., 
Cittriiwati ; S. C. Leonard, Pastor Con. Church, Geo. Glancey, Pastor M, P. 
Church, Joseph Wolfe, Pa.-tor M. E. Chur< h, William Turner, Willisun II. 
Cn-hiMU, I. W. Vance, Hit. \Wunn,0; John Rankin, Fas or 2d Prts. Ch., 
1). Gould, Pastor 1st Pres, Cn. f J. S. Pereg-ime, Pastor, M. E. Ch., and 35 
others, Il'pley. Brown Co; T. S. Clarke, Pastor Con. Church, Hon. E. N. Sill, 
and 4H otneis, Cayahgn Fulls; S. Plumb, Jam<'S Monroe, E. II. Fairchi d, 
John Keep, John'Morgan, J. 11. Fairehilcj, 11. E. Peck, Qiei 'Jin; Re v. A. D. 
Olds, J. R. Giddings, H. A. Plumb, mul otheis, J-ff&srm; Rev; 1 Charles 
Smiih. Clement Wright, ami other-, TaUmadtje; Rev. E. Thompson, Rev. O. 
\V. White, and other--, Stronysuike ; id Wright, J. Mi ETmwood, and 
Cher.-, Morgan.; A. Dresser. Pa*tor Cong. Church, Orwell; F. L. Arnold, 
Pastor Cong. Church, C. W. You Coelim, Prof, of -Math. &c , Greeusburg, 
Seminary, 77''//?fe; Jaoh Tuckerman, Prof. Mathematics, Farmci's College, 
(in.; SMI. Prentice. Pastor Con. Church, Gv B.- Pen field, Freeman Penfichl, 
Pert-field ; T. E. Men roe, Pastor Con. Church, B. Clough, Amhrrsf, Lorn in. Co.;, 
A. E. i>rd<!win,'Pastor of Cong. Church, S. Williams, Pastor Baptist Church, 
Edward .Merer, Rector "of Sr/Paul's Church, .J- 8. Carpenter, and. others, J. 
P. Converse* A. $3,. Baldwin, A. C. Waters, J. M. Frazer, Pastor of Cong. 
Church, Al-rmi; J. W. Walter, Pastor of Church, J. W. Yai.ce, Mi fail ; Gr. 
W. Brainard, U. 11. Hunt, and Others, East Orange; J* G ; >bU'r, Pastor -of M. 
E. Church, (German) R. Crozier, Pastor M. E. Church, JR pley, Lr.nmi Go. 

The following Committees 'were then appointed, namely : 

On Resolutions— W . G. Finney, llev. J. A. Thome, Rev. J. X. McAbee, 

lion. J. R Giddings, Rev. J. S. MeReady, Rev. Adam Crooks, Lion. J. S. 

Carpenter, Rev. J. A. Tinuey, Rev. IV. II. Brewster, Rev. Joh:» Rankin and. 

Rev. John Boggs. 

0,i Permanent Organization — Rev. W. B. Walking Rev. Henry Cowles, 
Rev. W. IL Brewster, L. L. Rice and Rev. David Crt.it!. 

On Address— -Rev. H. E. Peck, Rev. John O. Fee, Hon. J. R. Gidding.^ 
M. B. Balcnnm, Esq, Rev, Simeon Brown. A. A. Guthrie. Esq. and Rjv, 
John Lawrence. 

The following namos were entered on the roll *. 

Eqv. H. Gr. Marsh, Elder of Chagrin Falls, Wesleyau Circuit, Solou, Cuya- 
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hoga Co. Rev. Aller> Medlin, delegate ' o-X the Cleveland Christian 'Union. 
Cluvelan 1. Wi'diam Turner, of Congvjbgationai Church, Mt. Vernon. Rev. 
Gideon Dana, David p..:ttit, Congregational Church, Bueyrus. Wm. G. Fin- 
ney, Cadiz. John II. Jones, Congregational Church, Columbus. Rev. W. 
II. Brewster, Pastor Wesleyan Cij^/ch, Cleveland., Rev. J. A. Thome" Pastor 
Congregational Church, Cleveland. Hon J. S.^ Carpenter, Congregational 
Church, Akron. Hew Wn>^I) e mpscy, Congregational Churcli Bliddlebury. 
E. Corner, C«.«ngre«at ional Ghuvch, Columbus. Rev. '23. II. Fuirelnld, Con- 
gregational Chmeb, Oberlut.- A. M., • Gaogewer, Columbus, J. B. Mallet*, 
Germautown, Ky. Fv;A. B. Sirakins, B.-Tresenrider, S. E. S -unucl, "0. C. 
Humphrey, E. Di Philips, Columbus.- A. G. Humphrey, Lancaster. C. II. 
Dunbar, J. S. Fi>l>, firecksville, Cuyahoga Co. Rev. D. A. Randall, Baptist 
Church, ColumbiiS. Rev. J. S. MeCready, United Presbyterian Clr;rch, 
Cadiz,. Rev. David Craig, Free Presbyterian Church, New Alliens. Samuel 
Pntters'uT), Wesley Church, Onmgo, Delaware C>. Doct.T. S. Towlcr, W. 
E. Church, Columbia'. Rev. S. Cole. Congregational Church, Weymouth, 
Medina Go. Rev.- George II. Barnum, Wesleyan Church, East Orange G. 
Fail-child, Congregational Church, Brownhelm. J. M. Ssotfc, Wcvleyan, 
Church, Alexandria, Licking Co. Wm. S-jwell, Wesleyan Church, Barnes, 
Richland county. Rev. John Keep, Congregational Church, Oberlin. Rev. 
Geo. Gordon, Free Presbyterian, Iberia. Rev. Davis R. Barker, Congrega- 
tional Church, Mercer, Penn. R. McFarland, Barnes, Richland county. A. 
A. " Bancroft, Cong-egat ional, Granville. G. II. I la tin .my. Congregational 
Church, Germrmtown, Ky. F. Follett, Congre.ationat Church, Alexandria. 
Rev, Jacob Emrk-h, Middletown, Butler county. W„ Tolford, Piqua, 
Miami countv. Asa Cady, Theodore F. Merriman, Ezekiel Adams, Collamer. 
T.J. Thomas, Granville. M. B. Bateham, Mrs. Josephine C. Bateham,.Mrs. 
Harriet P. Osgood, Columbus. Rev. W. Tillii s', Free B;ip>';?-t, Lafayette, 
Medma county, lie v. Join) G. Fee, Congregational, Berea, Midis/m county, 
Ky. Leman Mead, Pallida, Licking county. Re v. Wm. Perkins, editor 
Christian Leader, Cincinnati. Rey. 0 J. Hunt, Free Presln terian Church, 
Delaware county. Rev. I. N. McAbee, M. E. Church, Pittsburgh ^Conference; 
Washington, Guernsey county, 0. 1). Hiwabaugb, %l. E. Church, Norwich, 
Muskingum' county. Rev. Ileman Geor, Congregational, Church, Wayrte, 
Ash abula county. Rev. L. B. Beach, Andover, Ashtabula county, Congre- 
gational Church. Rev! S. I). Smith, M'urow. Rev. A. I). Barber, Congre- 
gational, East Cleveland. Rev. W. B. Walking M. E. Church, Cambridge, 
Guernsev countv. Brewster Pelton, Cleveland. Rev. A. N. Hamlin. Wes- 
leyan Methodist, Delaware county. Hon. J. R. Gldding--, Jefferson. Rev. 
Henry Cowles, Congregational, Oberlin. D. Denni.-or?, Cleveland. Rev. A. 
Crooks, Alexandria, Licking county. J. L. Burrill, Oberlin. Rev. II. 
II. George, Reformed Presbyterian, Dr. G. L. Weed, Cincinnati. Thomas 
'Norton, Oeorgesville, E. \V. Brady, M. E. Winchester, 0. Rev. J. Rankin, 
SjcoikI Presbyterian, Ripley. Rev. S. I). Bates, Free Will Baptist, Mar'mn. 
Riiv. J. AI, Wiliiamsj Wiiajoyan. Methodic. Michigan Conference* T- E. L„« 
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L;n.'l, D. M. Cartw, W. McGregor, G. Bier, Mary Falkerth, Mr. Falkerlb, 
IU j l:et".a Falkerth, June McGregor, L. G. Curtis, Hubert Anderson, 11. P. Co- 
nant, E. C. Cut; an f, Dayton. Juhn V. McCidlough, Sharon. Rev. S meon 
^rown, Cincinnati. John M. Carey, Washington county. A A. Guthrie, 
Pi »*bylv*rian,«-.Putn:\nY- i-, L, Rice, Columbus. H. B. Spelman, Cleveland, 
C. P. Atkinson, Elm Grove, Brooke county, Va. Rev. R. Burgess, Frco 
Presbyterian, West Alexander, Washington rour.ty, Pa. II. L. Simpson, 
Cincinnati. Rev. D. L. Travis, Wesleyan, Mt. Vernon. Thilip A-hton, Mt. 
Vernon. Rev. John Lawrence, editor of Religious Trlescope, Rev. D. K. Flick- 
inger, United Brethren, Dayton. Rev. Joel Thrap, Methodist Protestant, Mt. 
Pleasant. Rev. John Boggs, Disciples', editor of Christian Luminary, Rev . 
Wallace Shelton, Zioti Baptist, Cincinnati, T. Tresize, Palasknia. Rev. 8. 
T. Boyd, Free Presbyterian, Iberia. J. B. Bunt, Wesley an, East Orange, 
Delaware county. Rev. J. M. Fraser, Congregational, Parkman, Geauga ic. 
Rev. A. D. Olds, Congregational. Jefferson, Ashtabula couuty. Rev. E. Gale, 
Congregational, Geneva, A:4itabuhi county. Rev. A. Piunev, Baptist, Zanes- 
villo. Rev. A. V. Rankin, Free Presbyterian, Ripley, 0. Mrs. Amanda 
Wallace, Miss Mary Wallace, Baltimore, Md. Chailes French, Cleveland, 
West Side. Prof. H. E. Peck, Oberl'm. Prof. John Haywood, United 
B.ethren, Wcsterville. W. II. Cochran, Mt. Vernon, W. E. Lincoln, Ober- 
liu. 0. Nichols, Pataskala, Licking county. BeDoni Dickennan, Constantia, 
Delaware county. Peaboily Atkinson, Pataskala. J. C. Wetniore, Columbus. 
J. H. Paddock, Elyria. R. S. McFarlaod, Baines, Richland county. 

The remainder of the morning session was taken up with religious services, 
singing, prayer, informal speaking, etc. 

Prof. Peck, alluding to the remark of the chairman, that the leading feature 
of the new anti-slavery movement was prayer, said that his own experience 
in the past fe»v months led him to think the remark justified. In a very ex- 
tensive correspondence, he had frequeutly noted the fact that a great work of 
prayer wa3 going on in the church of this country in regard to slavery. He is 
quite sure that the church was assuming a new position. The ballot box was 
a great means of good ; but there was an appeal superior io ibo bnllut bus — 
a more powerful means— prayer. 

Rev. John Keep compared the present Convention with one he had atten- 
ded in Columbus in the infancy of the anti-sla* cry movement, and found great 
encouragement in the difference. 

Several gentlemen spoke briefly — usually io the effect that this Convention 
marked a new era in the anti-slavery cause, and taking Prof. Peck's view of 
the matter. 

The Convention then took a recess until 2 o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Committee on Permanent Organization reported as follows (hroagh 
Rev. \\\ B. Watkins 

President— Austin A. Guthrie, of Putnam. 
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Fi'c« JYttieVv»f»-»-Hon. J. 11. Giddings, of Ashtabula ; Rev. John Rankin, of 
Kipley ; Davit! Sinsii>\aug\ Norwich; Hon. J. S. Carpenter, Akron ; Rev. 
A. Crooks, Alexaudria; Rev. JoLo G. Fee, Berea, Kentucky ; Rev. George 
Ohncey, Mi, Vernon ; IUv. S. *tcCr*Ady, CadUs ; Rov. D. A. Randall, Co- 
lumbus; Rc?. John Do^g*, Cincinnati. 

,(^etari<»^i). B. Spe'ujan, Cleveland, anc\ Rev. W. K Wa*ki on, Cam- 
bridge. 

The report was unanimously adopted and the officer* took their seats. 

Mr. Guthrie, on taking the chair as permanent I'i- sident addressed the 
Convention as follows : 
Gentlemen of the Convention : 

For this expression of your confidence and respect I thank you. I could 
readily excuse mywlf from accepting the position with which you honor me, 
on the score of inexperience in the duties which attach to it, and I am quite 
sure that you have in the Convention older and abler men ; but I have made 
it a rule of my life to shrink from no proper responsibility which my friends 
may chooso to lay upon me and never to apologise for not doing well that 
which is done according to the best of my abilities. 

Custom will warrant, if it does not demand, that I should address some 
remarks to the Convention on taking the chair as its presiding officer. 

Gentlemen, I am somewhat familiar with the history of the Anti- Slavery 
cause. 

The first State Anti-Slavery Convention in Ohio was held in tho town 
where I reside, nearly twenty-five years ago, and from that time to this, I 
have watched its onward progress and studied its various phases, with un- 
abated interest 

I am very forcibly reminded tc-day of the great changein public sentiment 
• on the subject of Slavery , by the contrast between this mectingand similar ones 
' held in other days in this same city of Columbus. Then no church could be 
had for the use of such a convention. On one occasion we met in the old 
U. S. Court room, avnd deliberated amid the noise and confusion of a mob. 
On another the meetings were held in an old building used I think, as a 
lyceura or possibly a play-house. Then delegates were obliged to crowd the 
hotels and lodge on the floor sometimes twenty and thirty in a single room. 
Now the doors of this beautiful Christian temple are thrown wide open for 
our accommodation, and the courtesies and hospitalities of tho city are gene- 
rously tendered to us. In view of such changes and of the manifold proofs of 
progress, the question may, and will, arise among such as look only at tfc« 
outside of things, whence the propriety or necessity of this Convention ? 
When a great and growing political party, based upon opposition to Slavery, 
exists, with power already to carry the elections in nearly all the Free States, 
why inaugurate a new measuro ? 

It is a pertinent question.and I reply that we would not under- estimate that 
party which professes opposition to Slavery, nor speak disparagingly of any 
political movem*Dt in that direction, tmt »y own conviction* art atrong, and 
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grow Wronger by every day's observation, that the Anti-Slavery cause, if U\ 
to jwditical parlies and p"liticiui in utterly lost ! Such parties and pers ns 
h.i .'(: but a limited range of responMui'ities and a sphere of action which leaves 
the moral and religious bearings of tbo question of S'.aveiy altogether out&ido 
of i'a oj>eration. 

Slaveholders and Pro Slaverv men know this and hence the chango so i o- 
ticeablo everywhe r o in the modeofdefer.ee. You can all r£ mend or v el), 
when few men had. tho hardihood to defend the system of Slavery as right. 
Almost universally it was an admitted wrong — n sin- an evil to be suffered 
to exist o:.K until some good providence should reveal a remedy. The 
complicity of the Church with the system was deprecated as a dire nece-sity, 
and was soon to cease; it was but i question of time, and the sysem itselt 
was regarded as doomed, and its probation was to be measured by circum- 
stances Dot under human control. 

Bui as the ceqncnce to these admissions was urged home to tho consc'cnc© 
and sense of consistency of slaveholder*, and as this monster of iniquity was 
more and moro vigorously assailed by tho humanity of the nation, and hedged 
in by political considerations, it took shelter in tho church, entrenched itself 
behind the pulpit, and seizing upon the horns of tho altar, now claims pro- 
tection and defence as a divine institution. 

And there it stands to-day defiantly and scornfully deriding its assailants, 
\vhil6 men calling themselves Christian ministers go forth, Bible in hand, its 
chosen champions and ablest defenders; and to-day the church is Slu.'er)^ 
safest and chiefest asylum. 

While these thing; are so, it will live and grow despite all politicians and 
all parties. Why not ? A system that is worthy of Christian baptism ought 
to live. Any thing that is good enough for the communion table is study 
good enough lor the ballot box, or for free soil or for any other place. 

If Slavery has a right to Christian fellowship, it may well claim national 
recognition and seek the nation's protection as a paramount interest. 

My brethren, tho church of God cannot shift off on to any other body any 
one of her responsibilities. In this matter, she ha-* a work to do, which to be 
well done should be done quickly. Sho owes it to herself, and to a suffering 
humanity and to an offended God, to purge away from a'l her branches this 
foul wrong, and to free herself from all complicity with this whole system. 

Let Slavery be dragged from the altars of God and driven forth to faro as 
it. may in the open field, whero an outraged and indignant humanity may 
vindicate itself by consigning the whole system to an early and ignominious 
grave. 

Gentlemen, I trust that your deliberations will be characterized by a calm 
and sound discretion, and yet with such a manifest spirit of determination as 
shall certify to tho world that the objects of this Convention are to be prose- 
ecuted to a successful issue. 

Tho following Resolutions reported by tho Committee through Rev. J. A. 
Thome, were adopud afttr thorough diaouauoa tad §li£bt amendment >— 
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1. JlevJcel, Tint the i^V.i ( r:d lau\ giving to every human being; the light 
t«; liV( , hi thai liberty which is i ece>Mry to rlu'ri->h and protect life. i»b aiu 
know ledge and prepare lor heaven, is but the clearly revealed w.ll of 0»<l. 

2. That to cn&l xv o innocetiL men and women, paralysing their moral fac- 
"\Vi. ; es, shutting out the liidit of trutli from their understanding*, and compel- 
ling tin "it to dr.i^ out an earthly exis:cnce amnUt the gloom ami darkness of 
m >iMi di..?.h, constitutes one of the mont aggravated violations of God's will, 
out of the most momentous crime* presented to human consideration. 

3. That the turpitude of this crime rests on nil who capture, enslave, im- 
]>orr, sell, purehaie, hohl, re-capture, or ro-onslavc human being*, ami on all 
wh'i aid, encourage, pass, approve or enforce enactments for the capture, en- 
slaving holding, re-capture, or re-cnsl ivement of God's image, and the per- 
sons thus offending wilt ha held respousille at. the bar of God. 

4. That governments are con-tituted among men to >eciuo the enjoyment of 
bum in rights, an. I they hold no ju»t authority to violate the will of God nor 
to deprive the humblest individual of his liberty ; that Congress in pawing 
the lugitivo slave act of 1851), conferred no right u|>on nhivs catchers to cap- 
ture or enslave, to re-capture or ro-enslave men ; nor did they im|H>so U|H»n 
any person the duty to obey such enactment ; nor is tho law of God, nor tiro 
the iiialie.! able rights of man, charged or modified by such enactment; nor 
are our Christian duti»s to Iced tho hungry, clothe tho uaked, |>rotect acd 
defend the lives and liberties* of ourselves and fellow men, impaired or 
changed by that enactment. 

5. That said Fugitive Slave Act docs not command that which is right, 
nor does ii foibid that which is wrong — it comes within no description of 
law and possesses not tho essential elements <f law ; it is an assertion of tho 
\v:U of slaveholder*, and not the will of God ; it is the mandate of de*p< t- 
>in and not the statute or the four of a Christian people ; to maintain t is to 
uphold Slavery in its woist and most revolting features; lor » he State to 
permil its enforcement on the soil i.f Ohio constitutes a surrender of tuo 
rights and th* dignity of our Sute and tho liberties of our people. 

0. That, irrespective of political organizations, we will not knowingly 
vote for any man for office, who hesitates to a^aert, and to the extent of his 
reli^'u us, moral and political influence maintain, the right of our Sirtto and its 
p(."»ple to to be entirely exempt from the expense, the guilt and disgrace of 
biipporing the Slavery of other Statep. 

7. That it is the duty of Christian* and of Christh.n minister* to bear 
faithful testimony agiiost the sin of Slavery ecclesiastical iy, socially, m;d 
politically, through the pulnit and tho religious pre**, and to carry the 
\vr ng-> of f d:o oppressed to the throne of grace in impor.uiato player, that 
G >1 may spee«lily deliver them that are in Ivmds. 

8. That t > have any voluntary agency, official < r otherwise, in tho re-cap- 
tu o or rendition of a fugitive slaw, U incompatible with Christian chntac- 
ur, and unless repented of, should be punished by excommunication in the 
ca-e of any church member guilty of this c i no against humanity and Go ! ; 
t i lt tliis* Convention do ihereiorrf approve of the act of eKci.don |«i»wed re- 
cently by the. Market Street Haptist Church ol Zanesvillr, Muskingum county, 
fviinst a member who, in the capacity of deputy U. S. Marshal, re»toiod a 
fu;itive lo his claimant in Virginia. 

1). That ihe example of the Oberlin- Wellington Rescuers in patiently suf- 
fj i ig a long imprisonment for their noble disregard ol tho uncoustituiion d 
a id unchristian Fugitive Silave Act, not accepting deliverance on any terms 
thai wouhl compromise principle and weaken the moral eflect <»f iheir act 
ami testimony, ami finally tnum piling over the Government, and gaining 
a release houorable to themselves, but disgraceful to their prosecutors, and 
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humiliating to the slavo power, meets our hearty commendation, and calls 
forth our gratitude to God, whose wisdom guided and whose grace sustaiued 
xhora. 

The fourth Resolution being read, Mr. Giddings said he hoped members 
would express themselves fully upon it, as it would, attract more attention 
than any other. 

Rev. Mr. Rankin taeored its adoption. The Fugitive Slave Law contra- 
Tcned the law o/ Qc-a, which forbade mau-stealiny. It committed a crime 
worse thiV.. man-stealing ; for simply to se!i a slave did not expose hirn to tha 
vindictive cruelties of a master enraged by his escape. To return a slave was 
worso than to steal a man. It was a crime visited with the pun hment of 
God. Mr. Rankin gave instances of the miserable *ate of United States 
Marshals and other slave-catchers, which had taken place under his own ob- 
•ervation. He believed that Providence directly punished this sin. 

Rev. Mr. Gordon referred to the late speech of Mr. Stephens of Georgia, 
who defended Slavery, on Higher Law ground-— that was where Slavery 
should be met He thought we had not taken high enough ground, and he 
was glad to find slaveholders inviting us to do so. 

Mr. Guthrie thought this resolution the most important, because it involved 
practical results. Not long since a fugitive had been decoyed into the hands 
of the slave-catcbeif, in the city (Zanesvillc) near which he lived, by mach- 
inations which would have disgraced a fiend, and a deacon of the church — he 
would name him unhesitatingly, for he understood that he gloried in the 
deed — felt called on by the law to do his utmost for the fugitive's return to 
Slavery. The question was a practical one. The members of that Conven- 
tion might be called upon to put their principles to the test before night. Mr. 
Guthrie related an aDecdote of A. K. Marshal of Kentucky, who unce sat 
behind him in a car while he was denouncing the Fugitive Law to Mr. Eng- 
lish of Indiana. Marshal was asked if b« would help a T T nitcd States official 
to execute the law. He replied that ho would see him damned first. 

Rov, Mr. Fee of Kentucky was surprised that the Higher Law need bo 
discussed in Ohio. Slaveholders all acted upon an understanding of the 
Higher Law. Last Sibbath he had hoard a slaveholder preach the Higher 
Liw in Kentucky. He held up the Bible, and proclaimed to hia hearers that 
that book was above all law. The case was illustrated thus : A wife was to 
obey her husband under Providence— thu-. is, when ho bade her to do right ; 
and the child the parent, except when commanded to do wrong. We are 
bound to obey God, all human governments to the contrary. He had pro- 
claimed in Kentucky that no law against God's law should be obeyed ; and 
the would act with no party which would permit it to exist. 

Rev. Mr. Perkins deci&rcd that all human laws must derive their power 
from God's laws ; if we rejected this theory we were atheists. Nobody 
could controvert this theory, but a practical difficulty often arose. The offi- 
cials « ' T tr the Constitution were determined to ca-ry out the law. We ware 
£or , . , rally commanded to be in subjection to government. We must therefor* 
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either have the law pronounced unconstitutional, or change the Constitution, 
He held that in case of disobedience to the law, we had no business to excite 
rebellion against it* We might disobey ana suffer the penalty. In this way 
the example of the Oberlin Rescues was of more effect than the transactions 
of any convention. 

Mr. Giddings followed. He recounted the leading circumstances of the 
Amistad case, and contrusted the merciful treatment the Spanish slaves re- 
ceived at the hurds ot their ignorant and pagan negroes, with that of the 
fugitive at Cincinutti, whom a United States officer shot down before his 
wife. And no one in the city had the greatness of soul to attempt to rescue 
the survivor. She was torn from the body of her husband and consigned to 
Slavery. 

Mr. Perkins said the church had been unfaithful to her duty. 

Mr. Giddings exclaimed, The church 1 God save us from the church ! 
What had she ever done ? Where was she then ? The murderer of that 
fugitive walked the streets unmolested. The public mind was debauched 
by the fact. Because men had surrendered to Slavery, the Fugitive Law 
was in existence. 

He wanted everybody to understand what Slavery was. He would tell 
them — no, he could not. He would only refer them to the charge of Judge 
Ruffin of Carolina, who declared that tjhe slave was doomed to live without 
knowledge — and to the decision of a # higher tribunal, that he had no rights. 

He would say to the country, that the anti-slavery Christians have declared 
only what had been declared by every jurist and publicist for seventy years. 

Mr. Giddings was alluding to the degradation of the pulpit, on this ques- 
tion, when it was proposed to take a rocess till after supper. 

Before adjournment, the following Committee was appointed to report a 
plan of future operations : 

Rev. E. H. Fairchild, Rev. W. H. Brewster, Hon. J. S. Carpenter, Jacob 
Em'xk, Esq., Rev. John G. Fee, Rev. Wm. Geer, Rev. David Craig, Dr. 
Geo. L. Weed, David Sinsabaugh, ISsq., and Rev. Joel Thrap. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Convention met at 8 o'clock. Prayer by the Rev. Anson Smytbe. Mr. Gid- 
dings concluded his remarks. He referred to the degradation of the popular 
mind before Slavery. It was the besetting sin of the nation to bow in sub- 
mission to this power, and its want of manhood to resist its demands. Mr. 
Webster declared that it was the duty of the people to submit to the Fugitive 
Law, and the people followed ; and now it is proclaimed by the Supreme 
Court that black men have no rights that white man are bound to respect. 
The people are responsible at the bar of God for the maintenance of their 
rights. Neither Mr. Webster nor Buchanan could justify them there. We 
have seen the sentiment of our own State subdued to Slavery, until now it 
was preached that it is our duty to seize men and return them to bondage. 

Why do we not assert equal manhood with the slave power ? Slavery 
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say?, " Hands off! Slavery is ours ; we ->vill maintain U." He said, " Liberty 
is ours, we will mai-.'ain it." If we say to ur public men, If you degrade 
iks wo will degrade you, J. v will stand up as boldly (*...• fr^'duin. He had 
some experience is 'dial. 1 ,:o j.< Mular mind will always be governed by 
truth and justice. If n. .'listen a; i. public men will stand up for these, the 
people will always bus* in tlu.-m. Tth. oourty of Lorain had firmly main- 
tained the rights of the people. They \v.i<\ indicted the kidnappers, and if 
they had not been voluntarily released, he iiriidy believed they would now 
be in the Ohio Penitentiary. He was charged with going too far v hen he 
declared that he would resist a slave-catcher with force ; but there is a point 
beyond which forbearance ceases to be a virtue or Christian duty. 

When the question was put to him on the floor of Congress, he had said 
that a :-lave had a right to relieve himself from bondage at whatever cost 
and by any means. He had no right to yield himself and hi* posterity to 
Slavery, Christianity forbids. He would not needlessly risk life, but whenever 
he could prevent t lie return of a fugitive to Slavery, he would at the peril 
ol life. He was called a fanatic, and admitted it. He had lived to see won- 
derful progress in popular sentiment. Ten years ago he was the solo repre- 
sentative in Congress of the opposition to Slavery. Now it had almost got 
the control of* the nation. This Convention would be assailed as abolition ; 
but no one would dare take issue squarely with their resolutions— these were 
impregnable. 

He staled that four or five years ago he went to Bloomingtou, 111., where 
he had an appointment to speak. The Whigs begged him to desist. His 
sentiments would ruin the party. A Democrat, one of their best speakers 
and most notorious blackguards, came there to use him up. He persisted in 
attending the meeting, although the Whigs deserted it so that he had to go 
on without an organization. His opponent was there. He proposed a joint 
discussion, and that each should answer freely the questions of the other as 
to bis principles. This was accepted by his opponent, who came forward. 
Mr. Giddings then declared hia principles — that all men were endowed 
with certain inalienable rights, among which were life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. He demanded if his opponent admitted that. He refused 
to answer. Failing in this, he said he would make one more effort to draw 
him out He believed that governments were formed to maintain these 
rights, and demanded if his opponent conceded that. This, also, ho refused 
to answer, and the andience raised such a shout against him, that after Mr. 
Giddings was through h* opponent devoted his entire effort to quarreling 
with them. This would be the case with these resolutions. No man in Ohio 
will dare deny their principles before an audience. We now have the meaus 
to bring those doctrines before the popular mind in ni..* of the Stale. 

The press is open to them, or nearly so. Fifty thoti^ i voters in the State 
will refuse to vote for any man who is unsound on these principles. 

He had been accused of injuring the Republican Party. He was bound to 
no party except as it suitained truth and justice. That party had lost moral 
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power by its course on this question. Mon in it had said, " Catch the fugitive !" 
This Convention is not asked to interfere with politico, but as Chris ^ns we 
have do right to deny God's law and man's rights. The idea of separating 
politics Irora religion is heresy, atheism. If you deny the law of Christ, 
" Whatever yo would that others do to you do ye also unto them," how can you 
stand before jod ? Men who can separate their politics from their religion 
have little of one and nothing to brag on of the other. Clergymen ate bound 
to use their influence alwavs for God's law and man's right. 

He had been bitterly assailed by the Democratic press because he 9aid that 
the kidnappers should have been hanged. He would say that his interven- 
tion saved them and the United States Judge and jurors from hanging ; and 
standing here to-day, he had doubts whether he had done his duty. Civil w ar 
was waged against four or five hundred men on the Reserve, to carry them 
back to slavery. Jurors to indict and jurors to convict were selected by the 
Marshal, so as to insure an indictment and prescribed verdict. It was nothing 
less than a conspiracy against the liberty of the people. No one can deny 
the right of a man to assert his own liberty and use means requisite to obtain 
it. At Oberlin a fugitive armed himself with a club and assaulted the Dep- 
uty Marshal who came to seize him. The people rescued the Marshal. They 
should not have interfered. He who would enslave men, deserved no mercy. 
The fugitives were determined to carry the war into Africa, against the jurors 
and judges. If these trials had continued, would we have prevented ? 

Would State Courts have punished them ? He would, stand up in our 
Courts to prevent the Taws of Ohio from being prostituted to such a purpose. 
On the Reserve a jury cannot be got to return a verdict against a fugitive lor 
maintaining his liberty. When he was assailed in the House on this point 
by Mr. Venable of North Carolina, he said that if he followed his ?d..ve to 
Ohio and theie the slave killed him, he would defend thosluxein our Con i.-i. 
These were the sentiments of his heart, nor di i he believe that those of 
Washington, the Adamses and Jefferson were different. 

tie hin<self desired to take w hat odium was heaped on hi* doctrines ; thev 
were 1. is own, not the Convention's. To maintain their resolu'ious ih"v had 
only to stand up to their manhood and declare them firmly. Men will iissiil 
and vilify you, but will never dcoy the pr nciples you are. about to out f. >nh. 

Mr. Giddings afterwards added some expressions of gratification at tin; \ a.>t 
uprising of popular sentiment on t h it. subject. 

Mr. Brown said : There were but few in attendance from the Miami Val- 
ley. Assembling from different parts ol the State, they brought iliile e»; t 
views. Some had made grea'er progress. To mi e the aeti--i is cry >< nti- 
ment in that valley, it was requisite that tin* Coiivenh u i..gie,p\, Boh k . , 
and legallv state tluir resolutions, lie believed the Fugitive Ltw u; ro. >t<- 
tutional, and in the right of forcible resistance when all other m-ai s u,i 
exhausted, but was not satisfk'd that the time had ye; come, ai.d f • hi* par 
was n»t yet prepared for 1 unification, lie would not obey the law, i mi t when 
he violated it he would suffer the penalty. There was a distinction between 
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suffering penalty for passive disobedience of wicked laws and forcible re- 
sistance, ilo desired the Convention to plant a banner around which all 
could rally. 

He referred to the course of the colonies against (xreat Britain. They pe- 
titioned and remonstrated until these had been found futile ; then revolu- 
tionized — owing to their wisdom in this, we were her>> to-day to remon- 
strate against Slavery. The law was a wicked one, but it was sustained by 
decisions usually regarded as law ; and he could not say that it possessed 
none of the elements of law. Have all means been tried for its repeal? He 
wanted to see monster petitions sent in to Cougresa. When all these means 
were exhausted, then he was ready for revolution. 

Formerly the South excused Slavery as forced upon them. Now when 
they assert it is a God-given right, and send ships to ^ifricafor fresh suppliv-s, 
it is time for ;he church to denounce it. When all peaceable means had 
failed, then ho would be ready to resist to the knife if necessary. 

Judge Carpenter of Summit, said : 

The discussion seemed to have reached a point where issue was 
taken upon this question, May a statute, regularly enaruu by a law- 
making power, regularly and properly constituted, in any case be 
righli'ulty resisted ? And, secondly, if in any such case resistance may be 
rightfully made, How shall we know when such case occurs? Ho believed 
a law-mu'dng power, regularly and properl}' constituted, might so usurp dc- 
minion — might so transcend all lawful human authority, that its subjects 
might rightfully refuse obedience to its enactments — nay, that it might be- 
come their duty to resist the execution of such enactments ; and not only 
their duty to resist, but to make open proclamation of their resistance. Sev- 
eral caries had been supposed by gentlemen who had preceded him, which he 
thought were in point ; but he would endeavor to carry the illustration far- 
ther, and spread the principle upon so broad a surface that men could see it as 
they ran. 

The question had been forcibly put by our venerable friend from Ashta- 
bula, wtiether his friend before him would be under any obligation to submit 
to any statute making him a slave, and it seemed to him that every heart 
and understanding in the assembly responded, No ! But if there was any 
lingering doubt, let i' be considered that, if any obligation to obedience re- 
sulted from such enactment, it would result because such enacting power was 
absolute and illimitable — because it could rightfully do just what it pleased. 
If the law-making power might do just what it pleased, then it need not 
stop with making him a slave — if the power was rightfully without limit, 
absolute, it might take away life as well as liberty. If the law-making 
power, in virtue of its sheer sovereignty, might lawfully use his body and life 
as property, in virtue of the same sovereignly it might lawfully take away 
his life and use his dead carcass as property. The power which, because it 
was without the limit of any higher law, could lawfully make him property, 
could for want of any higher law, take &way his life and use hia lifeless body 
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as property— it might broil and eat it, or eat t without broiling; — nay, it 
might broil and eat him dead or alive. The power which, because there is 
no higher law, can make Slavery lawful, can, because there is no higher law, 
make cannibalism lawful. 

Now suppose any law-making power, ever sc regularly and properly con- 
stituted, but unlimited by any constitution in this respect, or by aDy higher 
law, should, in manner and form ever so regular, enact that the majority 
might kill and eat the minority at will, does anybody believe such a statute 
would be obligatory on the minority ? Has inybody the folly to pretend 
that the minority ought, because of any autho :ity in the enactment, to forbear 
even the bloodiest resistance ? And if a legislative act of this description 
could carry no lawful authority, could a judicial judgment give it any ? If 
a body rightfully constituted to make laws cculd give it no lawful authority, 
could a body constituted only to administer laws, give it lawful authority ? 
" I care not," said he, "how final its adfudications may be, it cannot make 
law of that which is no law — and no power can make law of that which in 
the nature of things cannot be law." 

An existing case, as well as supposed onos, which to him, he said, seemed 
in point, had been put by other gentlemen in the caso of the Fugitive Slave 
Law. But another case occurred to him which he thought so plain that it 
would illustrate even the Fugitive Slave Law. He meant the Kansas-Ne- 
braska Act. It might appear like introducing a political discussion ; but he 
had a right to use it by way of illustration of the principle, and he would 
carry its use no farther. That act declared that the people of a ter- 
ritory had a right to " form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way" — this meant that they had a right to make 
slaves ; lor the prohibition of the Missouri Compromise had to be got 
rid of to make room for this act. This act then meant, that the 
people of a territory, by force of their inherent governmental sovereign- 
ty, have an absolute unlimited right to say who of their number shall be 
slaves and who shall be freemen. It virtually declared that the majority 
might make slaves of the minority, if they saw fit. And not that alone, it 
virtually dechres that the strongest party — the successful power, whether 
majority or minority, may make slaves of all the rest. For, if the people cf 
a territory start with the assumption that they may determine who of their 
number shall do all the drudgery, aid thao these drudges shall be property, 
they assume this right in virl ue of a sovereignty which is absolute and illim- 
itable for want of any higher law. Let us see then how the scheme operates. 
" I say," said Mr. Carpenter, " that it is absolute despotism— that the doctrin© 
of popular sovereignty as proclaimed in the Kansas-Nebraska Act is that of 
unlimited autocracy and nothing shorter — simple one-man despotism and 
nothing else. For think of it. It the majority make property of the mi- 
nority, that minority is no longer any part of the government. The minority 
is deposed from the governing power and set aside as chattels. The majority 
then remains the entiro government. Bat that governing Dumber may, the 



14 



CHRISTIAN AWTfUBiaPfllRY CONVENTION. 



next moment, undergo another just such division into a majority and minority, 
and thie second minority be set aside as chatteis,aud the whole government con- 
sist of that majority. And forthwith a third and like division with a like re- 
sult may be had ; and so on till the last minority shall cousist of one, and the 
last majority of two. Of these two, on the principle that sovereignty is the 
highost, that is, the strongest power, the stronger must of course prevail and 
ba alone the government, the lawful govemm> ut— the government of squatter 
sovereignty. It matters not whether this is Douglasism, or whatever ism it 
may be, it is the logical and ultimate result of the popular sovereignty of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act. Absolute despotism— the great principle of popular 
sovereignty without the Higher Law I" 

" Sir," said Mr. Carpenter, " you and I have been taught from our infancy 
that human sovereignty resides with the people and nowhere else. But, we 
have been taught that no haman sovereignty is absolute and illimitable- -that 
men have no right to make laws or constitutions just as they please, in their 
own war, unrestrained by any higher law ; that all lawful human authority is 
limited by the equal rights of all men — those inalienable rights which are an 
inherent and essential part of every human being." 

But, he said, it is asked — Who shall judge when the constituted au- 
thorities have attained a despotism that justifies resistancj '? There is one 
infallible rule, of universal application, by which every one may determine 
the question. Whenever the government professes the right to absolute 
power, unlimited by those equal rights essential to human nature, that very 
profession proclaims open rebellion against the fundamental law of all right- 
ful government. It is not the people, then, whose resistance is rebellion 
against the law ; it is the government, then, claiming its right in might alone, 
■which lifts the standard of rebellion against the law — a law fundamental and 
common to all rightful government and especially the commoD law of our 
government, as we have always been taught. And it matters not, whether 
this proclamation of rebellion against this fundamental law is made in the act 
of organizing a government wherein the strongest party claims the right, 
■without limit by any higher law than its own will, "to form and regulate 
their domestic institutions in their own way " or whether it is made by a 
Congress assuming to act under a constitution, or whether it is made by a 
court whose adjudications are carried out as final. Whenever this claim of 
illimitable power is put in exercise, that act is itself rebellion against the 
common law of all rightful government, and may be lawfully resisted. Why, 
this is nothing new. The vbole question was tried and decided by our Rev- 
olutionary Fathers. The very point in their contest was, whether human 
government could be entitled to this illimitable authority. Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, in his pamphlet " Taxation no Tyranny," quoted with so much 
self-satisfaction by the attorney for the government in the Cleveland Rescue 
Cases, denounced the colonists as rebels for assuming that the sovereignty of 
Great BritaiD, constituted in the king and Parliament, could be wrong. And 
he aiks with an air-ef triumph, whether a wretched minority in North 
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America were to determine it against a majority and the sovereignty of the 
realm ! Oar fathers replied with the Declaration of Independence, that all 
human sovereignty is limited by the equal and inalienable rights of man, and 
that the very assumption ?f wereignty, without this limit, had made 
the mother government a rel anst the law. Dr. Johnson stood precisoly 
upon the principle of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and that act was but the re- 
vision of the old claim of Great Britain against her colonies. If this is the 
Douglas platform, or any other platform, we cannot help it; — it assumes the 
right of human sovereignty to exercise illimitable power ; — it proclaims re- 
bellion against the fundamental law of government ; and whoever attempts 
the exercise of such power may be rightfully resisted. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Fairchild, who made a brief argument to 
show that Mr. Brown really went as far as any of them, the resolution was 
verbally amendoa. so as to declare that the Fugitive Law did not contain the 
essential elements of law. 

Mr. Gutatie, Mr. Giddings being in the chair, said that was the most im- 
portant resolution. The |uestion of resistance may practically come homo 
to him at any time. He lived where to resist the law was to get shot down. 
It was simply madness to attempt to resist that law by force. He had not 
reached the point where revolution was expedient or a duty. Fifty people 
might be shot down in resisting the law in his vicinity, and yet no change 
effected in public sentiment. , 
When the Federal officials wore chasing the negro Jackson at Zanesville 
h8 remonstrated ; and he was told by one of these, that it wru» they, the white 
nigger^ that caused these difficulties, and that tuey had a right to call on 
him to help catch the negro. He replied that such a call would be in vain ; 
but he was not prepared to face these men, and be shot down to no purpose. 
He believed that victories wore sometimes won without resort to the sword. 

Prof. Feck inquired if any one had maintained that resistance was a duty 
under all circumst mces. He had held that under certain circumstances he 
would help those whom the law made outcasts tnd deprived of all protection. 

He did not affirm the right of resistance for hnnseif under all circumstan- 
ces, but there were circumstances in which he would rescue those whom the 
law deprived of all rights, at whatever risk. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously as amended, and the Convention 
adjourned till to-morrow morning, (Aug. 11,) at 8 o'clock. 

SECOND DAY. 

The Convention met this morning at eight o'clock, and was opened by 
the reading of a chapter of Scripture, 12 ih Romans, by the President, and 
prayer by the Rev. A. Pinney of Zanesville. 

The discussion of the resolutions was continued. 

On the seventh resolution, Prof. Peck remarked substantially as follows : 
One clause of this resolution emphasizes the duty of Christians to beer tes- 
timony against slavery by suitable political action. I wish to say a few word* 
on this point. 
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We, who compose thig Convention, hold, at least in theory, that it is both 
the duty and the privilege of Christians to prove their zeal for freedom and 
justice by taking part in politics. It is doubtful whether there is one of us 
who does not repudiate the doctrine that Religion goes out of its sphere when 
it enters the political arena and who does not think that Religion is to go 
wherever human action is called for, and especially wherever action bo im- 
portant in its moral and social bearing as is that ia the political direction, is 
required. 

And it is a happy thing for our country that Christians quite generally are 
adopting what seem to us right views on this subject. 

But theory has not yet be<*L suitably resolved into practice in tl w» matter. 
Good men do not altogether rid themselves of the idea that taking part in 
politics is derogatory to the Christian profession and detrimental to Christian 
character. Hence they too often keep aloof from political associations and 
political endeavors. Even when there is urgent need of their taking the 
field, they »tay at home, leaving the management of public affairs to schemers 
who shape issues and name candidates as their own interests shall require. 
"When the Unserve was convulsed, two months since, with fervid indignation 
at the Fugitive Slave Act and its fruits, a strongly anti-slavery township in 
which Christian abolitionists hold a preponderating social and, when they will 
claim it, political influence, was, by the absence of true men from the primary 
meeting, represented in the county and, through it in the State, Republican 
Convention, by men who were far from being real exponents of the views of 
their constituents, and whose action in Convention was any thing but just to 
the suffering cause of freedom. Such a case reminds us that Christians gen- 
erally, and even we ourselves, may need prompting on the i>oint to which I 
am speaking. 

L6t me therefore remind myself and you that the moral power of a truly 
disinterested Christian purpose is such that whenever and wherever it is ex- 
pressed, it cannot but be recognized and felt. " A little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump." This is not less true of political than it is cf any ether form 
of association. If but a few Christian people will earnestly, wisely and with 
forgetfulness of self enter a political party and keep their influence actively 
bearing on the party, they will seldom fail of having their principles regarded 
in both the making of the party platform and the nomination of candidates. 
This should encourage Christians to feel that they will not labor in vain if 
they take their proper place on the field of political action. 

Eut what should Christians do politically ? I answer, in the first place, 
they should not seek office for themselves nor insist that office shall be given 
only to Christians. A Christian dishonors himself and the cause he professes 
to love, by seeking office. Nor should he claim that only Christians shall be 
put into official positions. He should be satisfied if good men who are not 
Christians are chosen to office. By being generous in this regard, he will pro- 
mote the name and honor of the great cause he loves. 

But, passing on, Christians should, by meriting it, secure for themselves an 
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influential standing in political parties. They should do th\s hy propagating 
such just principles as the party has avowed,' and by laboring otherwise for 
its extension. They should do it by being in their places, in the various 
meetings of the party, especially in the primary meetings in which meas- 
ures are initiated. The Christian who think* that the primary meeting is 
no place for him, should not complain if his wishes are ovei looked in the 
making of platforms and the nomination of candidates. The time for him 
to secure a hearing, and to accomplish something to the purpose, is when 
schemers have not yet laid their wires and forestalled public opinion against 
him. 

Then, again, having earned political standing, the Christian should vigi- 
lantly watch lest the principles he loves be set aside at tha behests of jwlicy, 
and should continually admonish leaders against selling right for success. 

As poetical parties approach predominance, they are apt to think it worth 
their while to make sure of purchasing the adhesion of such mercenaries as 
are in the market, by letting down principle or hy sacrificing their representa- 
tive men. They reason that they are sure of the staunch men they havo 
already enrolled, and that they can quiet any who may be disaffected by 
compromise measures, by proving to them what gains the compromise will 
bring. Thus has more than one noble party been debauched. And the 
victory which is gained in this way is always worse than defeat. 

Against such a demoralization of their party, Christians should be watchful. 
They should instantly protest against any departure from principle which 
either designing or mistaken leaders propose. And if they speak earnestly 
and decidedly, they will not speak in vain. The setting aside by the l«..t 
Republican State Convention of the Judge elected to this office by eighty 
thousand majoritv, against whose decision as to the constitutionality ot the 
Fugitive Slave Act earnest anti-slavery men from ine Reserve set themselves, 
proves what can be done in a political parly by a few resolute men who laith- 
fully adhere to principle. 

Such, in outline, is the politics! action which Christiana should zealously 
and prayerfully maintain, and for which the resolution before us calls. 

And surely, there never was a time when such action was more impera- 
tively called for than it is now. In our own State, one great party is making 
support of the diabolical Fugitive Slave Act the corner stono of its policy ; 
aud the other is in imminent peril of taking a false position on the questions 
at issue, in order to get or keep the adhesion of " lower-law " elements. The 
danger to which the " party of freedom" is exposed % is revealed in the fact 
that the party papers are quite generally quoting without protest Mr. Corwin's 
infamous declaration at Xenia, that while the Fugitive Slave Act is law it 
must be obeyed ; and if men will not obey it, they must be punished ; and 
that, for his part, if the law should require it, he would help bnng the fanatics 
who will insist on disobeying it, to the block. It is certainly high time for 
Christ : ansin Ohio to bestir themselves lest the party to which most of them 
belong should become inoculated with consent to such doctrines and with a 
willingness to follow such leaden. 
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In national politics, too, we see proofs of a crisis which calls for outspoken 
and immediate action on the part of anti-slavery Christians. Every mail 
brings us lead' :g Republican papers, some of them ouce radical in their doc- 
trines, the columns of which are freighted with arguments going to prove 
that the party which they represent must succeed, and that to succeed it must 
make itself a mere opposition party, and so lower its principle^ tiuii even slave - 
holders can join it. 

Have we not yet been sufficiently taught that Slavery is so aggressive and 
intrusive that it will be arrested only by peremptory measures, and that 
defences against it must be made higher rather thau lower ? Against the 
threatened breaking down of the principles of the party, let Christian anti- 
slavery men cry out 

With this disposition to abate the real principles of the party of freedom, 
there is a growing inclination to work into its platform new principles, some 
of which are grossly offensive to Christian philanthropv. Lately, thousands 
of extra copies of a papor (the Gazetto) published in this city, carried to the 
Republican. 1 ; of tho North-West the proposition to demand the nomination to 
the Presidency of Gov. Chase, and to the Vice Presidency, of Edmund 
Bates, (of St. Louis,) on a moderate western platform which, as the phrase 
was, "should have no Sambo in it." For nay own part, greatly as I esteem 
and much as I have labored for the distinguished gentleman whose name 
was made prominent in th ; s connection, I could, on no account, osteem or la- 
bor for him longer, if I supposed, as I do not at all suppose,that he would lend 
himself to a movement which should explicitly ignore the wrongs of the col- 
ored race. Nor can Christians too jealously watch againr : incorporation 
into the political creeds to which they adhere, of anti-u ;^%nity doctrines 
avowed for the sake of success. 

There is then great need, at the present time, of the distinct and practical 
recognition by American Christians of the resolution before us. And where 
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may it better begin than among the Christian yeomanry of the free North- 
West ? Among them, conservatism has not crystalized into its usual hard- 
ness ; enterprise still quickens religion as well as art and commerce. The 
masses of them act and think apart frorii the dictation of loaders. Among 
them therefore, and now, let us be>in a new work. Let us take the field 
before politicians have matured their plans and inaugurated measures which 
once set in motion, cannot be resisted. Let Northwestern Christians, assem- 
bled in thd great North»Western city this fall, pledge each other and declare 
to the country that, while they will not insist upon men, they will insist upon 
principles, and that they will not act in any political association which either 
ignores humanity or buys success with compromise. 

The principal debate took place on a motion to strike out the reference in 
the 8th resolution, to the action of the Zanesville Baptist Church. The 
friends of this motion argued that the Convention ought to be general and not 
particular in its action, and that it ought not therefore to particularize the 
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present case. Thoso opposed contended that it was an example in the prov- 
idence of God which ought to be held up to general imitation. 

A great number spoke in regard to the matter, but these were the points of 
the discussion. The amendment was finally yielded, aud the resolution 
passed as originally offered. 

Rev. K. H. Fairchild read the followiug report :— 

The Committee appointed to propose a plan of operations for the future, 
respectfully submit the following report : 
recommend, 

1. That this Convention appoint a committee of twelve men, representing 
dift'oront parts of the State and different denominations of Christians, to be 
known as the General State Committee, whose duty it shall be to manage 
and promote the interests of the anti-slavery cause as they are represented 
by this Convention, for the ensuing year, and until they are discharged by a 
similar Convention, to be called by themselves, at the most suitable time and 
place next year. 

2. That this Committee be recommended to appoint a general agent, richly 
imbued with the love of God and man, v ho shall lecture through the State 
for the ensuing year, and collect funds for the promotion of our cause. 

3. That the General Agent, with the direction of a sub-committee, to be 
appointed by the committee of twelve, be authorised to employ other lec- 
turers, whenever and wherever suitable men can be obtained, as far as the 
state of the treasury will permit. 

4. That these lecturers provide themselves with anti-slavery books and 
tracts, under the direction of the sub-committee, and sell them as extensively 
as possibly through the State ; also that they act as agents for anti-sla v ery 
papers. 

5. That the Committee and general agent be advised to secure, as far as 
possible, the co-operation of the churches and ministers of the State, and of 
county committees to be appointed by county Christian anti-slavery Conven- 
tions. 

6. That the Committee be advised to establish, if they shall deem it 
expedient, a Christian anti-slavery paper, as an advocate of onr principles and 
a means of communication, and that they be required to publish from time 
to time, an account of their proceedings. 

7. That the Committee be instructed to correspond with prominent friends 
of our cause in other States, recommending a system of operations similar to 
our own ; and also, with reference to a great North-Western Christian Anti- 
Slavery Convention to be held late in the autumn. 

8. That the surplus funds, beyond what can be profitably employed in 
this State, be expended in the circulation of anti-slavery literature in the 
Bouthern States. 

9. That wo commence a subscription, on the spot, as a nucleus of a fund 
to enable our Commitlee to prosecute the cause immediately. 

10. That we request all the Christian ministers of the State to embrace an 
early opportunity to present to their congregations the evil and sin of slavery, 
and the duties of the people in regard to it. 

The report was adopted. 

A Committee of five, viz: Rev. E. H. Fairchild, L. L. Rice, Esq., Rev. W. 
H. Brewster, Rev. John Lawrence and Rev, William Perkins, was appointed 
to nominate a General State Committee of twelve to superintend the interests 
of the cause throughout the State during the ensuing year. 
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Frof. Feck, from the Committee appointed to prepare an address, read the 
following, which was unanirnouslv adopted : — 

To the Christian Men and Women of Ohio, interested in the udvancement of 
Freedom and the extinguishment of Slavery : 

It »\ n hardiy be 'K-ccsf ai y to cal* your attention to the pressing occasion 
for a u»newal «;f anti-slavery zeal and olTort on the pa.t of the earnest Chris- 
tian people of our land. 

Wo need to revive our own sense of the intense wickedness of the system 
of oppression which prevails, ai.d to arouse ourselves to do what we can to 
produce a conviction of ifs wickedness in others. 

Bv a sort of general consent, the discussion of the duties and interests in- 
volved in the existence and aggressions of Slavery has, these ruary years 
past, been trausfeired to the arena of politics ; and while it has become thus 
a potent eleraeut, causing the downfall and rise of politicians and political 
parties and controlling the action of legislatures and of governments, there 
has not seemed to be a corresponding accumulation of moral power brought 
to bear upon the vulnerable joints of this system of wickedness. Nay, Sla- 
very ha* seemed to gather strength and courage and boldness in the conflict, 
because the attack has been made upon its best fortified positions, and atten- 
tion has been diveited to a great extent from its weaker side. Slavery has 
been glad to take shelter in such defenses as the '' Compromises of the Con- 
stitution," the "acknowledged rights of property," the 44 common inheri- 
tance in the territories," the claims of "law and order," and has acquired 
self-respect and presented a show of propriety in the stand it has made. 

On the other hand, the friends of freedom, consenting to this arbitrament 
of the controversy, have reserved their most reliable forces, their irresistible 
weapons, and have sacrificed or forborne to use many of the advantages of 
their position — or, distrusting this method of conducting the work, have al- 
together retired from the counict and are waiting a more auspicious oppor- 
tunity. 

We do not regret that Slavery has become the rallying point of all the 
political forces in the land, nor do wo propose any attempt to divert the pub- 
lic interest irom this form of the conflict. Such a result was inevitable in 
the naturo of the case, and we accept it as au indication of Providence, 
showing where our work lies, and summoning us to its accomplishment. It 
is a token of good to truth and to humanity, that questions of such vast 
magnitude, involving all that is dear to men — all the interests of morality 
and religion, are forced upon the public atteution ; and that questions of 
mere pecuniary profit and loss, and of temporary expediency, are thrown 
into the background. It affords a rare opportunity to impress the public mind 
with the great principles of righteousness ; to bring out and set forth the 
higher obligations and interests of life, and to lift up a standard against in- 
rushing iniquity. Such opportunities are not often afforded to a people. 
Thevare the pivots upon which the destinies of nations turn. Undeistood 
and improved, they mark the times of God's visitations to establish a people 
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in virtuo, and to lead them on to a higher prosperity. Even political strife, 
under such circumstances, becomes a moral conflict, and the triumph of party 
is the triumph of principle. But if that people in their bliudnoss and 
worldliness fail to apprehend the time, the loss can never be retrieved. This 
or that party name may be in the ascendant, but the glory is departed ; God 
has passed them by. 

At this present hour a great responsibility rests upon men who fear God 
and regard his iaw, to see to it that the conflict which is waging shall not fail 
from lae> of the moral element, and that God shall not be compelled to frown 
upon it because it does not honor Him. Christian men must claim and ex- 
ercise the right to bring all these questions, supposed by some to be exclu- 
sively political, to the test of morality and religion. They must bring them 
to the consciences of the people as matters which cannot be neglected without 
involving infidelity to God and man. They must claim for the pulpit and 
the ieligious press the right to speak out in e'ear utterances upon the great 
sin and shame of our land, and must see to it thai this right is accorded 
and that this duty is not neglected. They must make it a burden of prayer, 
private, domestic, social and public, that the nation may be recovered to right- 
eousness and that ihi oppressed may be caused to go free. May the day for- 
ever pass when worldly men have occasion to compliment their minister 
bocauoe never in hymn, or prayer, or sermon has he disturbed their equa- 
nimity by a reference to the poor that cry, the needy, and them that have no 
helper, and when attendants upon prayer meetings are shocked, as if a 
political topic had been broached, because supplication is made that God's 
law may triumph over wickedness framed into law by men. 

The curse of our land is a grievous one, founded on self-interest and con- 
firmed by centuries of existence and toleration. It has come to be regarded 
as an established element in our civilization — gloried in by its advocates and 
endorsed by its opponents. It can never be removed until the heart of the 
people shall bo stirred to its very depth with a sense of the sin and the disgrace ; 
until it shall become a matter of earnest and anxious thought in the family, 
the school and the church. 1/ the mercy of a peaceful deliverance from this 
great wrong remains to us, it must come through such a channel. 

Thero are many evidences that the present interest in the cause of freedom 
must be vitalized by a higher morality — by the spirit of Christianity itself, 
befoie any satisfactory result or substantial progress can be anticipated. 

1. The Atheism — no other name expresses it — which p avails on the ques- 
tion of the suprnnaaj of GdTs law over human enactments, indicates a blind- 
ness scarcely removed from infatuation. If madness be the inevitable pre- 
cursor of destruction, then have we not reason to apprehend that God's mercy 
is already withdrawn from the people ? The extent to which delusion pre- 
vails ou this subject is startling. Not merely the unscrupulous politician 
who is willing to sfcu^e his ends by any means — not merely the interested 
official whose pay depends upon his servility, but men long honored for their 
wisdom and their virtue* — men looked up to as judges in the land, do not 



CHRISTIAN ANTI— SLAVERY COftVEKTIOJT. 



hesitate to urge the obligation to obey a wicked enactment as long as legisla- 
tures and courts choose to call it law. They gloss the precept of God'* 
word, " We ought to obey God rather than men," with the limitation, " un 
less men choose to put the expression of their will into the form of law;'' 
and, what is still more alarming, the mass of the people seem bewildered on 
the subject, and hesitate which to choose, Jehovah or Baal. We would fain 
hope that much of this delusion is an ignorance which does not betoken 
wickedness ; but if therb be a point where the distinction fails between ig- 
norance and sin, it must be here. 

There seems to be a perversion of the best sentiments of a law-abiding 
people. Injustice is perpetrated and abetted and excused upon the ground 
that the laws must be respected and maintained. Marshals and bailiffs arrest 
the fugitive from oppression, and apologize for the loathsome work upon the 
ground that they are executing the law j commissioners and judges ram and 
the victim to his oppressor, and call themselves the ministers of law ; juries, 
impannelled as a safe-guard of personal liberty and the rights of man, adjudge 
him a criminal whose heart has been moved with sympathy for the bleeding 
bondman, because the law and their oath reqr:rc it; the people, indignant, 
perhaps, but submissive, open their prisons to t^eir God-fearing neighbor be- 
cause he must suffer the penalty of the law ; and last of all, the luxbcas cor-> 
pus, the time- honored guardian of the right looks unmoved upon the wrong, 
because such, from the days of the fathers, has been the order of the courts* 
The giant outrage at every step blasphemes the sacred names of Justice and 
Order and Law. When will men learn that law has a soul as well aa a body, 
and cease to cherish and reverence the putrid form when the spirit has indig- 
nantly departed ? Tyranny can devise no machinery so subservient to its 
own ends aa this idolatry of the forms of law. It is perhaps tb/e only sen- 
timent which it can rally to its support in an intelligent and well ordered 
people. Th«re is unspeakable danger as well as wickedness in thus pervert- 
ing and abasing the wholesome inst : ncts of men. For a time it may serve 
the purposes of tyranny \ in the end it will occasion a terrible recoil, crushing 
the very framework* of law and government. Human nature cannot safely 
and permanently be thus cheated and wronged. 

Another form of this delusion is the impression that judges, and execu- 
tive officers and magistrates are only a part of the machinery of government, 
with no individual responsibility for their official acts — that they make good 
their official oath, which recognizes God as over all, when tbey have sub- 
jected their consciences to human enactments and trampled under foot th<* 
law of God r upon the plea of sustaining the laws of men. The great paten g 
fact is denied, that God holds a.11 his moral creatures subjects of hk> govern- 
ment to the extent of their entire activity, and accounts as treason against him- 
self this pretended allegiance to human requirements. There is no such 
exemption from individual responsibility for official acts. The abdication of 
individual manhood to become the instruments of government is not per- 
mitted to any of God's creature*. The deeds they do a* executors 0$ in- 
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famous enactments tnu9t come back with damning guilt upon their individual 
souls ; " when ho maketh inquisition for blood he will remember them." 

For this infatuation there ia one remedy, sure and safe — an appeal from 
man's appointments to God's supreme law. Men have consciences and they 
will not fail to recognize the validity of such an appeal when clearly and 
fearlessly made. The Christians of the land owe it to God and to their coun- 
try, to rally at once to these foundations which are threatened with removal. 
Religious teachers and ministers of Gou's word, the constituted exponents of 
his counsels, may if they will, bring back the people to sound reason, and dis- 
place ibis idolatry of forms with reverence for God and wholesome regard for 
human law. Thus only can tyranny bo supplanted and a government ordained 
of God be established. 

2. The prevalent tendency to overlook the claims of th* oppressed them- 
selves — the injustice and wickedness of slavery, and to limit public concern to 
questions of interest to the dominant race — the rights and requirements of free 
labor, is an indication of hcartlessnoss in this work which gives no promise 
of good. It is the sin of slavery which threatens the welfare of our country, 
which is corrupting the life blood of society, and provoking the wrath of 
Heaven. An ill-adjusted system of labor, an unnecessary burden of taxation, 
an unequal distribution of the advantages of government — all the natural evils 
resulting from slavery, we could tolerate and sustain ; but the debasement 
of the public conscience, the corruption of the public morals, the Nemesis 
which pursues with sleepless vigilanco a nation of oppressors — this burden 
we cannot endure. One only path of safety opens to us— that of "doirj 
justly and loving mercy and walking humbly with our God." This work is 
scarce begun. Our politicians are interested to provide free territory for free 
men, and to lay strong platforms, broad enough for a " white man's party f 
but what trifling is this ? The great guilt of oppression with its impending 
retribution still abides— the great duty " to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke," still remains undone. Wo do not wish to undervalue the political 
anti-slavery interest which prevails ; but how little of it has eveu the 
semblance of repentance for wrong doing and of zeal for righteousness ? 
Here is work for the Christian men of the land. 

3. Closely allied to this indifference to the claims of the oppressed, is 
the cold-hearted and repelling prejudice which exists against the colored raos t 
both bond and free— a standing illustration of the truth discovered of old, 
that men hate those whom they have injured. 

There is scarce a tendency in our political movements to abate this cruel 
sentiment, or to correct the wrongs which Bpring from it. Black laws defile 
the statute books of our own and other free States, excluding tbe colored 
race from the polls, from the public schools and from other priveleges of 
citizens : and no political party has the courage to demand that the barbar- 
ism shall be expunged. But why Bpeak of political parties, when this: 
plague-spot maw even our "feaata of charity, "—when churches, and altars, 
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acd public and private charities 3»x? stained with the defilement? Let vm 
remove this beam from our own f.yu, rhat we may see clearly to extract the 
mote from our brother's eye. We deny the ialso science which assigns a di- 
versity of origins to the human race— shall wo take to our hearts a religion 
wnich fails to recognize that G.od hath made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth ? 

4. Need we speak of the slave-trade, which is already lifting its hideous 
form in the open presence of the nation ? — the veriest monstrosity of wicked- 
ness which the sun ever looked upon ! It demauds the right to be, as the fit 

ffspring of slavery, that "mother of abominations," and has not slavery 
boen sanctioned and sanctified by two hundred years of legislation ? "Where 
isthe moral force tog-apple with the demon? Where even the heaven- 
appc ed stripling, with his few smooth stones to meet this monster " that 
defies the armies of the living God ?" Here and there is raised the feeble 
remonstrance, " Why do ye so wickedly but there is needed the concen- 
trated moral indignation of tho people to blast it with a breath. The 
revival of the slave-trade is little less than a settled fact. The public mind 
is daily bccomicg accustomed to the idea, and the prospect is that soon the 
South and the North will become alike involved in the practice, the profit* 
and the shame of this last invention of oppression. "Shall not God visit 
for these things ? Shall not his soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?" 

5. In the very presence of these great wrongs, there is pressiug danger in 
the disposition to narrow tho basis of the °-nti-slavery party to a few princi- 
ples of general policy, leaving almost untouched the vital questions of free- 
dom and slavery — danger that the aims of the people will become as narrow 
and soulless as the platforms of the party — danger that even these lew prin- 
ciples will at length be surrendered to the demand for a "more liberal basis*" 
■which shall sacrifice strength of principle to strength of numbers, result- 
ing in the unmeaning triumph of an apposition " — danger that candidates 
for office will be sought, not among those who havo positive convictions 
and a corresponding practice, those who have oeen ui)d and found faithful, 
but from men of uncertain position and unknown principles — men who will 
prove a broken reed in the day of trial, to those who trust in them. 

To preservo the small remnant of vitality which now exists in the anti- 
slavery party, there is an absolute need of a higher demand in the people — 
greater earnestness of aim and effort — a fuller conviction of the wrongfulness 
of slavery — deeper sympathy with the slave, and a determination that nevei 
wavers, that the monstrous wrong shall cease. Whut power bii fc t' nt of 
Christian benevolence and zeal sha 1 ! breathe this spirit abroad upon the 
people ? 

In conclnsion, let us say, that we counsel no fanaticism, religious or political. 
We do not expect to cast out devils in the name of the prince of devils. 
The Christian zeal and effort which we commend is the only proper antidote 
to fanaticism. Bitter and malignant zeal springs up in the presence of great 
wrongs unrsbuksd bj thosa whoM obvious duty it is to rebuke them — r«~ 
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garded with indifference by those whoso sou!* should kindle with intjnsa 
anxiety to abate them. Wo only ask you, Christian friends, to look our na- 
tion's sin and shame in the face — to let it rest with solemn weight upon 
your conscience find your heart, and prompt you to sin-h effort and tempered 
real as the kindliest charity shall approve. And whatever the result, you 
shall thus acquit yourselves of your responsibilty ; and if "judgment must 
begin at the house of God," you i-hall at least be spared among " those who 
•lgh and cry for all the abomination8 that are dono in the land." 

The following persons were appointed a Committee to superintend the pub- 
lication and distribution of the proceedings in pamphlet form, viz: A. M 
Gangewer, Chairman, L. L. Rice and Dr. J. II. Coulter. 

The Committee to nominate a General State Committee of twelve, reporter? 
the following names as said Committee, which report was adopted, viz; 
Rev. D. K. Fliekinger, Dayton ; M. B. Bateham, Esq., Columbus ; Re T. 
McCready, Cadiz ; Rev. George Gordon, Iberia ; Rev. S. D. Bates, Marion ; 
Rev. E. H. Fairchild, Oberlin ; II. B. Spelman, Cleveland: Rev. Win. H. 
Brewster, Cleveland; Rev. W. B. Wat.kins, Cambridge; Rev. D. A. Randall, 
Columbus; Rev. John Boggs, Cincinnati ; Rev. John Rankin, Ripley. The 
name of the President of the Convention, A. A. Guthrie, was added to the 
Committee. 

On motion of Prof. Peck, the thanks of the Convention were tendered to 
the citizens of Columbus for the hospitality extended to its members, and to 
the Congregational Church for the use of their house. 

As the time of adjournment drew near, the Convention rose and sung the 
following : — 

" Praise God from "whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures hero below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost." 

After prayer by Rev. John Keep of Oberlin, the Convention adjourned 
tine die. 

H. B. Spelman, ) a i. • A. A. Guthrie, President 

W. B. Watkins, J ^^tanes. 

Immediately after the adjournment of the Convention, the General State 
Committee held a meeting and appointed the following persons an Executive 
Committee — Rev. E. H. Fairchild, Oberlin ; Rev. W. H. Brewster, Cleveland; 
H. B. Spelman, Cleveland; M. B. Batehan, Columbus; and Rev. D. A. 
Randall, Columbua. 

The Executive Committee of the General State Committee subsequently 
had a meeting and appointed Rev. E. H. Fairchild of Oberlin, Chairman, and 
H. B. Spelman of Cleveland, Secretary and Treasurer. Persons who may 
wish to correspond with them can address them accordingly. 

During the discussion of the fourth resolution, Prof. Peck offered some very 
Interesting and able remarks, which met a hearty response from the Conven- 
tion, showing it to be the duty of Christians, not only to dieobey, but under 

4 
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some circumstances to resist tho execution of the Fugitive Slave Act. But aa 
he has had no opportunity to furnish a report of this speech, and as the news- 
paper reports are very inadequate, it is entirely omitted. 

Among the many interesting and encouraging letters received, the following 
is deemed especially, important as containing a succinct account of a similar 
enterprise commenced at the East: — 

° To the Christian Anti' Slavery Convention assembled in Columbus, Ohio, on tho 
10th and 11th of August, 1859. 

Forasmuch as the Church Anti-Slavery Society of the United States cannot 
be officially represented in your body, I address you, as the Secretary, iu ita 
behalf, and would call your attention to the principles and plans of the Soci- 
ety, as set forth in-^he accompanying documents. 

By them you will see that the Society has had its origin in a deep convic- 
tion of the inherent sinfulness of slave-holding, and in the solemn impression 
that it is time for the churches of Christ in pur land, of every denomination, 
to be arrayed against it as~the ; organic and "towering, iniquity of the nation 
that must be overthrown, in order that the , " Word of God may have free 
course and be glorified," and in order that the nation itself perish not by the 
terrible cancer that has already made such inroads upon its constitution. 

The mission of the Church Anti-Slavery Society is four-fold : First, To 
establish the positiveness of the inherent sinfulness of Slavery — not because 
its sinfulness is added to or intensified by the qualifying term inherent, but be* 
cause leading divines in our country have asserted the contrary, viz: that 
Slavery is not sin, itself, not malum in se, as a reason for not touching the sin 
in the church. 

Second, To carry into practical operation, as a Christian duty, the principle 
of non-communion with slave-holders,' and disfellowship thereby with the sin 
of slaveholding. ... . 

Third, To vindicate the Christian Scriptures from any warrant er allowance 
of chattel slavery. 

Fourth, To deliver our American Christianity from the stigma that has 
come upon it as a slaveholding Christianity, by the complicity of American 
churches vwith American Slavery. : , _ 0 

In furtherance of these obj ects, the Society has, 1, published - and circu- 
lated its Deelaratibnof Principles and Constitution, and a sketch of the de- 
bates upon their adoption in the Convention at Worcester, on the 1st and 2d of 
March, 1859, declaring the system of American Slavery and the practice of 
slaveholding to be essentially sinful and ' anti-Christian, and to be dealt- with, 
therefore, as such, by Christian churches and ministers; and declaring-also 
the duty of one family or section of ; the Christian church to rebuke and re- 
fuse fellowship to another section of the visible church, that- denies the rights 
6f man and the common brotherhood of humanity, by defending: Slavery iind 
holding to its bosom slave-sellers, . slave-buyers, and slave-holders. 

2. It has published also a circular, addressed to the ministry arid churches, 
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Getting. 'forth the reasons for this movement; and affirming that we wbuM 
{place the Christian church in its true position— that we would not merely ab- 
solve it from all complicity with Slavery, hut we would take away its reproach 
.of remaining silent in the presence of the giant crime of the day, 

3. It has offered a premium of $100 for the best tract showing that the 
Bible gives no warrant or allowance of chattel slavery |to compete for which 
iprize there have been more than fifty M.S.S. from different parts of the land, 
some of them of great value and ability, and all of them evincing a largo 
.amount of thought given to the relation of the Bible and the church to Sla- 
very. 

4. It has adopted a Letter Extraordinary to the churches, intended to be 
read on the Lord's Day amid the solemnities of public worship, which will be 
widely circulated as soon as the Committee have it in their power to say in 
&hat letter, that the salary of their agent is . pledged by individuals. The 
Committee think it would give a great power to the Society at the outset, if 
&hey could thus go before the churches with the announcement that, the sup- 
port of an agency being secured, no part of monies contributed by the benev- 
olent will go to any other purpose, tfian for the direct uses ' of the Society in 
prosecuting its Christian warfare with Slavery. They are therefore anxious 
to secure at once the required amount of $1000, that they may forthwith put 
their agent into the field, that no time may be lost, when American Slavery 
is defying the moral sense of mankind, by the re-opening of the execrable 
slave-trade, in the great work of arraying the churches of America against it. 

Public meetings of the Church Anti-Slavery Society were held and were 
•very largely attended, in Boston and New York, during the religious anniver- 
saries in May last; and it is in contemplation to hold a series of public meet- 
i ugs at important p'cints in the country during the approaching autumn and 
winter seasons. 

These facts I have thought it proper to communicate, in giving you the salj- 
stations of the Church Anti-Slavery Society of the United States. And allow 
me now to present for your adoption, as . a body, the following resolution, which, 
t>y your courteous permission, I should argue and urge, (if present with 
you in Convention,) as expressing what I believe to be the sense of the 
Church Anti-Slavery Society upon a matter of the very gravest importance: 

Eesolved, That ra the act of-the Baptist Church of Zanesville. .Ohip,j3elib - 
erateiy excommunicating one of its members, Ezekiel S. Cox, Deputy TL S. 
Marshal, for his part in the capture and rendition to Slavery of a fugitive 
from bondage, (who had been for three years a resident of Belmont county,) 
because; in the judgment of said church, in acting as a Deputy Marshal ^ of 
the United States in this case, he had acted contrary to the spirit and teaching 
of our holy religion, and to the express command of Grod himself, as recorded 
inDeut.23 ; 15, 16, and had participated in the Fugitive Slave Case in' a 
manner wholly unwarranted by the Holy Scriptures, and by so doing had 
grieved his brethren in the church and brought dishonor upon the cause of 
Christ — in said act of the Zanesville Church we recognize and approve a 
righteous proceeding ; and we see in it, as well as iu the Oberlin Keseue Ca« 
ses, the practical beginning of that conflict which is inevitable between the 
Christianity and the legislatures of the land in reference to Slavery— a con- 
flict which will be happily terminated by the peaceful triumph of Christianity, 
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whenever a majority of the churches shall deliberately declare, no communio* 

WITH SLAVEHOLDERS AND SO OBEDIENCE TO THE FUGITIVE SLAVE L.AW. 

As the representative of a Society called into being to procure the complete 
•eparation of American Christianity from American Slavery, and hoping that 
it may seem good to the people of the West to form a western division of the 
Church Anti-Slavery Society, at their present Convention, I remain with 
Christian cordiality and prayer for the divine blessing upon your delibera- 
tions, Hesry T. Cheeveb, 

Sec. of the Church Anti-Slavery Society of the United States 

Jewett City, Connecticut, ) 
Aug. 0, 185$. J 



